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 NMHA Sunland Park 

Committee 

Paul Jenson, President 

Marci Cross 

Delinda Green 

Danna Buechler 

Bart Hone 

Dick Cappellucci 

Casey Lambert 

Tim Gleason 

 

 

 

Stakes Winners 
 

The Sunburst Stakes 

“Lovely Josie James” 

West Texas Derby 

“Traxion” 

 

Horsemen and 
Jockeys are asked 

to contact their 
representatives 

regarding any 
complaints with the 

Stewards actions, 
who will then 

forward them to the 
NMRC 

Commissioners.  

Sunray Park Update 

• Stall applications due 
today 3/2/2026 

• Barn area opens 
4/4/2026 

• Track opens 4/6/2026 

Ruidoso / Albuquerque 
Update 

• Stall applications are 
due 3/18/2026 

• Barn area opens 
4/22/2026 
 



 

 
      
   

 

  

 

DAA / Ruidoso will run a mixed meet from May 22, 2026, through 

October 25, 2026. Stall applications are out and need to be 

returned by March 18, 2026. There will be a stall limit per trainer 

in order to accommodate everyone coming to Albuquerque this 

summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

NMHA State Office Contacts 

Email: Nmhastate1@aol.com 

Website: nmharacing.com 

 

(575) 631-4714 

(505) 366-3709 

 

 

 

Sunray Park stall apps are due today. Please be sure to get them in.  

No update.  

Ruidoso Meet will be run at Albuquerque this summer. The Stakes 

Schedule will be spread out between May 22 through August 9 and 

All-American Races will be run on September 6th. Exactly when the 

Ruidoso meet ends, and the DAA begins will be announced.  

Make sure you open page 5 for exciting news from Sunland Park.  
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Below is the press release that Eric sent out this morning with the purse increases 
on the stakes. 

 

Monday, March 2, 2026 
Sunland Park Racetrack and Casino 
Sunland Park Racetrack and Casino announces purse increases and 
expanded race schedule 
  
Sunland Park Racetrack and Casino officials announced today a significant 
boost to its remaining racing season, including a $310,000 increase in stakes 
purses and an expanded daily race schedule beginning Friday, March 6. 
  
Driven by stronger-than-predicted casino performance and available purse 
funds, the track will now card a minimum of 10 races per day through the 
conclusion of the current meet. 
  
The purse increases impact several of the meet’s most prestigious events. 
Both the New Mexico Breeders’ Oaks and the New Mexico Breeders’ Derby 
will see jumps from $130,000 to $175,000. Additionally, the Casa Ford 
Sunland Stakes—a key fixture on the local calendar—has been raised to 
$250,000. 
  
The schedule of increases includes: 
Casa Ford Sunland Stakes: Increased to $250,000 (from $200,000) 
Mine That Bird Derby: Increased to $175,000 (from $125,000) 
NM Breeders’ Oaks & Derby: Increased to $175,000 (from $130,000) 
NM State University Stakes: Increased to $100,000 (from $80,000) 
NM Spring Fling & West Texas Juvenile (Consolations): Increased to $100,000 
(from $50,000) 
  
The expanded 10-race minimum schedule ensures more opportunities for 
owners and trainers to compete for the enriched prize money during the final 
month of the season. 
  
For more information on the upcoming stakes schedule or to view daily entries, 
visit the Sunland Park Racetrack & Casino website. 
 


